
      NOVA SOLAR TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT UPDATE    
PROJECT UPDATE 

Earlier this month, RES sent out a map that included 
incorrect parcel references. We apologize for any 
confusion this may have caused. Attached to this 
information package is an updated map with the legal 
descriptions corrected.  

In addition to the open house on November 1, RES will 
also hold office hours the following day on November 2 
in the Jet Setters / Seniors Room at Carseland Hall from 
9am-3pm, in case there are any additional questions 
that were not addressed at the open house. 
 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

As the proposed connection project advances through 
the development process, we are committed to working 
with all landowners and stakeholders to establish and 
maintain a strong relationship between RES and the 
community. We strive to exceed the minimum 
requirements on all our projects, and we commit to 
responding and acting on all comments and concerns in a 
timely manner. 

 
A RES representative will be in contact soon to make 
sure you have received this package and to set up a 
time to meet in person to answer any questions you 
may have. RES will advise stakeholders prior to 
submitting an application to the AUC for approval, 
which we anticipate could be as early as Q4 2023. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Included in this information package 

 
• Project newsletter 

 
• Updated Project Map 

 
• AUC Brochure: Public Involvement 

in a Proposed Utility Development 
 

• AESO Need Overview 
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ROUTING SELECTION AND DETAILS 

Several factors are taken into account in an effort to site a transmission line route with the least overall 
impact. 

Some of the factors considered include: 
• stakeholder input 
• existing land use 
• environmental and agriculture impacts 
• existing and proposed infrastructure 
• proximity to residences 
• economic viability 

 
Several preliminary routes have been identified and RES is in the process of consulting on in the project area. 
These routes are shown on the map included in this package. Through consultation with stakeholders, RES 
aims to identify a preferred route and an alternate route, which will be filed with the AUC as part of the 
facility application. 

All route options will leave the proposed Nova Solar substation on NW 3-22-26-W4, and all route options will 
connect to the Alberta Interconnected Electric System via a t-tap on AltaLink’s existing 240kV 927L 
transmission line, to the west of range road 270. 

 
The proposed transmission line details: 

 
•  Will be a single circuit 240 kilovolt (kV) transmission line. 
• Will consist mainly of single pole structures made from wood or steel. Some two-pole 

structures may also be required in select locations. 
• May require guy anchors (within the right-of-way or road allowance) on corner and deflection 

structures. 
• Structures will be between 20m and 35m in height. 
• Structures will be located: 
• within government road allowance with approximately 10m of right-of-way on adjacent 

private property; or 
• 1m on private property from an adjacent government road allowance within approximately 

12m of right-of-way; or 
• centered within a 22m to35 m (varies based on structure type) wide right-of-way on private 

property. 
• Structures are required approximately every 90 to 150m. 

 
ABOUT RES 

RES, the largest independent renewable energy company in the world, is a 
family-owned business, owned by the McAlpine Family Trust, and has been 
in the renewable energy business since 1982. Through our corporate culture 
and values, we are dedicated to a zero-carbon future for all Canadians 
and our focus is solely on renewable energy projects (wind, solar) and 
enabling and supporting projects (energy storage, transmission). RES has 
been developing, constructing, owning and/or operating renewable energy, 
transmission, and energy storage projects in Canada since 2003. RES has 
developed and/or built 28 projects across Canada. 
 
Please visit: http://www.res-group.com for more information. 
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NOVA SOLAR TRANSMISSION PROJECT 
Renewable Energy Systems Canada Inc. 
Mailing Address: 5605 Avenue de Gaspé, suite 508, Montreal QC H2T 2A4 
Email: nova.solar@res-group.com 
 
Matt Whiteman  
Development Manager  
Phone: 438 376 7086 
Email: matt.whiteman@res-group.com 
 

Casey Cato 
Land Acquisition Manager 
Phone: 403 354 2401 
Email: casey.cato@res-group.com 

 
ABOUT THE AESO 
The AESO is an independent, not-for-profit organization responsible for the safe, reliable and economic 
planning and operation of the provincial transmission grid. For more information about why this project is 
needed, please refer to the AESO’s Need Overview included with this package or visit www.aeso.ca. If you 
have any questions or concerns about the need for this project or the proposed transmission development 
to meet the need you may contact the AESO directly. You can make your questions or concerns known to a 
Renewable Energy Systems Canada representative who will collect your personal information for the purpose 
of addressing your questions and/or concerns to the AESO. This process may include disclosure of your 
personal information to the AESO. 

 
ALBERTA ELECTRIC SYSTEM OPERATOR (AESO) 

Phone: 1-888-866-2959, Email: stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca, Website: www.aeso.ca 
 

ABOUT THE AUC 
The Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) is a quasi-judicial independent agency established by the 
Government of Alberta, responsible to ensure that the delivery of Alberta’s utility service takes place in a 
manner that is fair, responsible and in the public interest. 

 
They regulate investor-owned natural gas, electric and water utilities, and certain municipally owned 
electric utilities to protect social, economic and environmental interests of Alberta where competitive 
market forces do not. 

 
For more information about the regulatory process, please contact: 

 
ALBERTA UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Phone: 780-427-4903, Email: consumer-relations@auc.ab.ca, Website: auc.ab.ca 
 

 
ALTALINK MANAGEMENT LTD 

Phone: 1-877-267-1453, E-mail: stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca, Website: altalink.ca/projects 
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THIS DRAWING REPRESENTS CONCEPTUAL PRELIMINARY ALIGNMENTS AND 
ROUTE SELECTION BASED ON DESKTOP DATASETS AND ANALYSIS. THE 
INFORAMTION IN THIS DRAWING IS SUBJECT TO CHANGES BASED ON FURTHER 
EVALUATION, INVESTIGATION, FEEDBACK AND PROJECT DEVELOPMENT.

WHILE HARDLINE HAVE NO REASON TO BELIEVE ANY INFORMATION IN THIS 
DRAWING IS INACCURATE, HARDLINE TAKE NO LIABILITY FOR THE CONTENT OR 
ACCURACY OF THIS DRAWING.
R1 NOTE: CORRECTED LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTIONS.
R2 NOTE: ADDED NOTES CLAIRIFYING CONNECTION POINT.
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The feedback, comments and contact information you choose to submit is being collected by the AESO to respond to your inquiries and/or to provide you with further information. 
This information is collected in accordance with Section 33(c) of the FOIP Act. If you have any questions about the collection or use of this information, please contact the 
Manager, FOIP and Records Management, 2500, 330  - 5th Ave SW, Calgary, Alberta, T2P 0L4 or by telephone at 403-539-2528. If you choose to communicate by email, please note 
that email is not a secure form of communication. Security of your communication while in transit cannot be guaranteed. 

WHO IS THE AESO? 

The Alberta Electric System 
Operator (AESO) plans and 
operates Alberta's electricity grid 
and wholesale electricity market 
safely, reliably and in the public 
interest of all Albertans. We are 
a not-for-profit organization 
with no financial interest or 
investment of any kind in the 
power industry. 
We appreciate your views, both 
on the need for transmission 
system development and 
proposed transmission plans. 
If you have any questions or 
comments, please contact 
us directly. 

CONTACT US 

Alberta Electric System Operator

AESO Stakeholder Relations 
stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca 
1-888-866-2959 

2500, 330-5th Avenue SW 
Calgary, AB T2P 0L4 
Phone: 403-539-2450 

 www.aeso.ca  |       @theaeso
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Need for the Nova Solar Project 
Connection in the Carseland area 

Renewable Energy Systems Canada Inc (RESC) has applied to the Alberta 
Electric System Operator (AESO) to connect its proposed Nova Solar Project 
(Facility) in the Carseland area. RESC's request can be met by the following 
solution:

PROPOSED SOLUTION

Add one 240 kV transmission line to connect the Facility to the existing 240 kV 
transmission line 927L in a T-tap configuration.

Add or modify associated equipment as required for the above transmission 
developments.

NEXT STEPS

The AESO intends to apply to the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) for approval of the 
need in mid-2022.

The AESO's needs identification document (NID) application will be available on the 
AESO's website at www.aeso.ca/grid/projects at the time of its application to the AUC.

The following organizations have key roles and responsibilities in providing 
access to the transmission system:

THE AESO

Must plan the transmission system and enable access to it for generators and other 
qualified customers.

Is regulated by the AUC and must apply to the AUC for approval of its NID.

RESC

Has requested transmission system access to connect the Facility.

Is responsible for detailed siting and routing, and constructing the new 240 kV 
transmission line to connect the Facility.

Must apply to the AUC for approval of its transmission facilities applications.

ALTALINK

Is the transmission facility owner in the Carseland area.

Is responsible for operating and maintaining the new 240 kV transmission line, and 
constructing, operating and maintaining the transmission facilities associated with the 
addition of the new 240 kV transmission line.

Is regulated by the AUC and must apply to the AUC for approval of its transmission 
facilities applications.



www.auc.ab.ca

Participating in the 
AUC’s independent 
review process to 
consider facility 
applications

Application review 
process 

Step 1: Public consultation prior to applying to the AUC

Step 2: Application filed to the AUC

Step 3: Public notice

Step 4: Public submissions to the AUC

Step 5: Consultation and negotiation

Step 6: The public hearing process

Step 7: The decision

Step 8: Opportunity to appeal

Step 9: Construction, operation and compliance

The AUC uses an established process to review social, 
economic and environmental impacts of facility projects to 
decide if approval of a project is in the public interest. 

The AUC considers applications requesting approval of 
the need for transmission development and facilities 
applications seeking approval to construct, operate, alter 
and decommission electric and natural gas facilities. 
Applications, as specified in AUC Rule 007, are required 
for:

• The need for transmission upgrades.

• The route and location of transmission facilities. 

• The siting of power plants.

• The construction of a battery storage system. 

• The designation of an industrial system.

• The need for and siting of natural gas utility pipelines.

Sometimes the Alberta Electric System Operator’s 
needs identification document application is considered 
together with a facility application in a single proceeding; 
sometimes separate proceedings are held to consider each 
application.

The AUC regulatory 
review process to 
consider facility applications 
for utility projects

Application review process

Step 1: Public consultation prior to 
applying to the AUC
An applicant seeking approval of a proposed utility 
development project is required to engage in a 
participant involvement program prior to filing an 
application with the AUC. The public involvement 
program involves consultation with persons whose rights 
may be directly and adversely affected by the proposed 
project so that concerns may be raised, addressed and,  
if possible, resolved.

The application guidelines and requirements for facility 
applications can be found in AUC Rule 007: Applications 
for Power Plants, Substations, Transmission Lines, 
Industrial System Designations, Hydro Developments and 
Gas Utility Pipelines.

Potentially affected parties are strongly encouraged 
to participate in the public consultation, also called 
a participant involvement program. Early, active and 
ongoing discussions with an applicant may lead to 
greater influence on project planning and what is 
submitted to the AUC for approval. 

Step 2: Application filed to the AUC
When the applicant has concluded its consultation 
with potentially affected parties and the participant 
involvement requirements have been completed, the 
applicant files its application through the AUC online 
public filing system, called the eFiling System. 

AUC staff members review each application submitted  
to verify that all of the application requirements in  
Rule 007 have been met before an application is 
deemed complete. If all of the required information is 
not provided, the application may be closed or missing 
information will be requested of the applicant. Rule 007 
specifies, among other requirements, that applicants 
must submit the results of a public involvement program 
in its application that includes information about 
how applicants consulted and notified stakeholders 
and Indigenous groups and identifies any unresolved 
objections and concerns about the project. 

Step 3: Public notice
When the AUC receives an application it is 
assigned a proceeding number and the AUC generally 
mails a notice of application directly to those who 
live, operate a business or occupy land in the project 
area who may be directly and adversely affected if the 
AUC approves the application. The notice initiates the 
opportunity for formal intervention in the proceeding 
to consider an application or applications. The notice 
of application will also set out important dates and 
information about where to find the application and other 
items being considered. The five-digit eFiling System 
proceeding number in the notice is the most efficient 
way to find information about a proposed project through 
the AUC website. 

Step 4: Public submissions to the 
AUC
Prior to the submission deadline provided in the notice, 
formal submissions of outstanding concerns and 
unresolved objections about a project may be submitted 
to the AUC. To submit a concern, participants will need to 
register to participate in the proceeding, which involves 
providing a brief written statement called a statement of 
intent to participate. Submissions are filed electronically 
through the eFiling System. The information filed 
becomes part of the public record and is an important 
part of the process to ensure that outstanding concerns 
are heard, understood and considered.

The AUC uses the information gathered through 
statement of intent to participate submissions to 
decide whether to hold a hearing on the application(s). 
The AUC must hold a hearing if a concerned person 
can demonstrate that they have rights that may be 
directly or adversely affected by the AUC’s decision 
on the application. Such a person is said to have 
standing before the AUC. If the AUC decides to hold a 
hearing, the AUC will provide further opportunities for 
participants with standing to ask the applicant questions 
on the public record and present their position on the 
application either in writing or in person. Hearings may 



Step 8: Opportunity to appeal
An applicant or participant in a proceeding may 
formally ask the Court of Appeal of Alberta for permission 
to appeal an AUC decision. An application for permission 
to appeal must be filed within 30 days from the date the 
decision is issued.

An applicant or participant in a proceeding can also ask 
the AUC to review its decision. An application to review 
a decision must be filed within 60 days from the date 
the decision is issued and satisfy the limited grounds 
described in AUC Rule 016: Review of Commission 
Decisions.

Step 9: Construction, operation and 
compliance
An applicant that receives approval to build and operate 
a facility from the AUC is expected to follow through on 
any commitments it has made to parties and must adhere 
to any conditions that were set out in that approval. If 
concerns about compliance with approval conditions and 
post-construction operations cannot be resolved with 
the applicant, they can be brought to the AUC’s attention 
for consideration. The AUC has significant compliance 
and enforcement powers for all approved applications. 
Additional information is available on the AUC website.

Participants in a hearing can either represent themselves 
or be represented by a lawyer. In addition, participants may 
hire experts to assist in preparing and presenting evidence 
to support their position.

Cost assistance

A person determined by the AUC to have standing 
or a local intervener can apply for reimbursement of 
reasonable costs. Those who hire a lawyer or technical 
experts must be aware that while reimbursement for the 
costs of legal and technical assistance is available under 
AUC Rule 009: Rules on Local Intervener Costs, recovery 
of costs is subject to the AUC’s assessment of the value 
of the contribution provided by the lawyer and technical 
experts in assisting the AUC to understand the specifics of 
the case. It is also subject to the AUC’s published scale of 
costs.

People with similar interests and positions are 
expected and encouraged to work together to ensure 
that expenditures for legal or technical assistance are 
minimized and costs are not duplicated.

Step 7: The decision
The AUC’s goal is to issue its written decision 
no more than 90 days after the close of record. The AUC 
can approve, or deny an application and can also make 
its approval conditional upon terms or conditions. AUC 
decisions are publicly available through the AUC website at 
www.auc.ab.ca.

 

be held in writing, in person or virtually through  
web-conference software. 

AUC eFiling System

The eFiling System is the online tool that the AUC uses to 
manage applications and submissions in its proceeding-
based review. The eFiling System gives access to all public 
documents associated with an application. The system is 
also used to submit your concerns and provide input to the 
AUC and can be used to monitor related proceeding filings. 
Those who do not have access to the internet can send 
submissions, evidence and other material by mail and the 
AUC will upload the submission on their behalf.

Step 5: Consultation and  
negotiation (if applicable)
The AUC supports efforts to reach a mutually agreeable 
outcome among the applicant and affected parties. 
The AUC encourages the applicant and those who have 
filed a statement of intent to participate to continue to 
attempt to resolve any outstanding issues. If all concerns 
can be satisfactorily resolved this may eliminate the 
need for a formal hearing. However, if there continues 
to be unresolved issues, those matters will typically be 
addressed in an AUC hearing.

Step 6: The public hearing process
The AUC will issue a notice of hearing if a person 
with standing continues to have legitimate unresolved 
concerns with the application. The notice of hearing 
will provide a hearing date and location, or specify if the 
hearing will be held in writing or virtually. When the AUC 
holds a public hearing, registered parties are given the 
opportunity to express their views directly to a panel of 
Commission members. Any member of the public can 
listen to an in-person or virtual oral hearing. An oral public 
hearing operates similar to a court proceeding. 

www.auc.ab.ca Updated February 2022

Contact us

The Alberta Utilities Commission is an 
independent, quasi-judicial agency of the 

government of Alberta that ensures the delivery 
of Alberta’s utility services take place in a manner 
that is fair, responsible and in the public interest.

We are committed to ensuring that Albertans 
whose rights may be directly and adversely 
affected by a utility development project are 

informed of the application and have the 
opportunity to have their concerns heard, 

understood and considered.

Phone: 310-4AUC  
1-833-511-4282 (outside Alberta)

info@auc.ab.ca
www.auc.ab.ca

Eau Claire Tower
1400, 600 Third Avenue S.W. 

Calgary, Alberta T2P 0G5
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